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Dear First Folks, 

 Fall is a great time to tell people about Jesus.  In fact, it is appropriate all year round!  So 

think of yourself as a modern day disciple, walking with Jesus and knowing that every moment is a 

time in which God can change a life through you.  It is the reason the church exists.  Who will tell 

them if we do not?  So be glad for the good news about salvation through Jesus Christ, and be sure 

to dare to share, in a world which so desperately needs Jesus.   Be the church at all events, through 

prayer, activity, and urging others to worship, fellowship, and reach out others. 

In Him, 

~Russell 
 

 

 

 

            

 

 

               October 1—Communion 

               Sermon: “Complete Joy” 

               Scriptures: Psalm 25:1-9; Philippians 2:1-13   

      

               October 8 

               Sermon: “Knowing Christ” 

               Scriptures: Psalm 80:7-15; Philippians 3:4b-14  

 

               October 15 -  

               Sermon: “Holy Thinking” 

               Scriptures: Psalm 23; Phil 4:1-9 

 

              October 22 

               Sermon: “The Imitation of Christ” 

               Scriptures: Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13); 1 Thess. 1:1-10 

 

               October 29 

               Sermon: “Sharing our Selves” 

               Scriptures: Psalm 1; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

      

               November 5 

               Sermon: “The Greatest Among Us” 

               Scriptures: Psalm 43; Matthew 23:1-12 

 

               November 12 

               Sermon: “God’s Wedding Banquet” 

               Scriptures: Psalm 70: Matthew 25:1-13 

 

      

     

 

                              

                                                 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Meetings Coming Up in 

November after 11am worship 

 November 5-  To elect remainder 

of Nominating Committee. There will be 

two elders, one deacon appointed by 

their respective bodies, and a majority 

elected by the congregation. 

 November 19-  To hear budget, 

approve Pastor’s terms of call, and elect 

officers. 
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  Report on Summer Mission Trip 2017 

  

A group of 8 First Folks left at 1:00pm on Sunday, July 23, headed for 
Richwood, WV – Kim Albert, Carol Foster, Robert Guthrie, Russell and 
Marilyn Lee, Angela Lewis, Larry McPeters, and Skyler Smith.  Our 

friends and adopted teammates, Donna and Wayne Davis, met us at the WV border.  It would 
be hours before we would all be together again, thanks to a few folks taking an unplanned 
sightseeing detour caused by fickle GPS’s (we’ve often been told you can’t trust them in WV) (or 
possibly it was some other reason – hard to believe they really wanted to see those wind 
turbines up close and personal!?!?)  However, all roads (it seems) led to Richwood and we 
finally all sat down to dinner together before the evening was over. 

 Upon arrival we met Buck Edwards, our host and construction supervisor, representing 
the West Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church.  We settled in to the former 
parsonage and found we also had the use of the larger kitchen and rec room in the First United 
Methodist Church next door, where we chose to cook and have our meals. 

Before dinner Buck took some of the group around town to check out possible work sites.  
It’s always a sign that it’s going to be a good week when we get to look over the jobs before 
starting to work Monday morning.  The mission team is so dedicated to being good stewards of 
the time and resources they have been given that they always want to be ready to get to work 
right away. 

Here is a listing of the work the team accomplished during the week: 

*completed a large ramp/steps/walkway 

*finished the hand railing to another set of steps 

*repaired a roof to the point that it was water tight 

*finished the sheetrock and painted a bathroom and bedroom 

*helped get remaining items and salvageable windows out of a house awaiting 
demo 

*built the exterior walls for a three room addition, framed up three windows and 
installed one 

*cleaned out and organized a large quantity of food that was leftover in the church 
kitchen by former groups; disposed of what was no longer useable, and 
readied the rest for donation to a food pantry. 

As you can see, that is seven jobs accomplished in five days meaning we had multiple 
teams in multiple sites on any given day.  That also means that there were jobs that every single 
person on the team could lend their skills to. 

Those are the facts.  But the blessings were a big part of the story.  God’s presence was 
evident everywhere we turned.  God blessed us with Buck whose gentle and laid back nature 
allowed our enthusiasm and skills to spill forth and bear fruit.  His first words were, “I am here to 
help you have a productive and fulfilling week,” and he did just that.  He allowed us to decide 
what work we would do (there was plenty!), and he supplied us with whatever materials we said 
we needed.  He became like family, choosing to eat with us on many occasions, taking Skyler fly 
fishing, buying local green beans for the women, and offering a trip to the river complete with 
bonfire (which unfortunately was rained out). 

Then there were the people of Richwood.  Whether it was the homeowners we were 
working for, workers in the businesses we patronized, or just people on the street they were 
warm and friendly and grateful.  People driving by the church when we were outside would stop 
to say, “Thank you!”  The town does not feel like it’s recovering from a disaster – it has a feel of 
the beginnings of a revitalization effort.  In truth, both of those things are happening.  The jobs 
we did were as much poverty relief as they were disaster relief.  But underlying it all you can feel 
God working to lift these people up. 

Finally, we were blessed to work through UMCOR – the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief.  We’ve worked with a lot of different agencies during our 11 years, some good, some not 
so much to our liking, but the way things were organized and carried out here was a perfect fit 
for our group.  They treated us like equal partners in the effort, and we had a sense that they 
were stepping out in faith daily, just like we were. 

Rules and regulations have their place, but faith and trust is always the best plan when 
doing God’s work, and we truly felt that during this week. 
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New Church Playground 

A new church playground is ordered for the North Property.  

The cost is about $19,000 dollars including installation, for a 

wonderful outreach in the Year of the Child.  We are looking 

for large and small gifts immediately, for this is a large outlay 

in our investment in our youth, and we want you to have a part in it.  Included in this initial module 

are a side by side slide, an L shaped    tunnel slide, two decks, a tot rock climber, a wall with wheel, 

and a Delight-O-Scope. We have bricks from the old north property house which can be awarded for 

each $100 gift which say either South Boston or Cosby.   

So 

far 

The Case for Christ—Women’s Bible Study - We are studying Lee Strobel’s 

bestselling book; which delves into the reliability of the Bible and proves that Christ 

is indeed exactly who He claims to be.  

We meet each Thursday at 10:30.  Karen Henderson and Wendy Daniel are coordi-

nating this study. 

Please join us for this powerful study and enjoy fellowship and spiritual growth.       

We welcome you all! 

For More information please contact the church office at 572-3581 or Pattie Grubbs 

at 470-5606. 

 

The Ladies’ Circle will meet on Tuesday, October 3 at 10:30 AM in the       
Philathea Room.  Our studies this year will be taken from the book “Attitude Is 
Your Paintbrush, It colors every Situation” by James W. Moore.  Eloise Wilder 
is teaching this class.  The topic is “The Attitude of Gratitude”, Stopping to Say 
Thanks. See you all there! 

  

Rogation Service on October 22 - Our second Annual Rogation Service will happen 

at 3pm on Sunday, October 22. We had about 25 animals and their pet humans last 

year. Be sure to bring your pets on that day.  The worship time, for all creatures great 

and small,  and blessing of the animals and crops will be a special time for all.  We will 

give thanks to God for his creation and providence, and urge you to not only be there, 

but invite friends and neighbors as well. 

 

Pig Pickin’ In October - In order to take advantage of more daylight and to utilize our 

new Fellowship Picnic Shelter, we are planning our annual Pig Pickin’ for Sunday 

evening, October 15 at 5 pm. The playground may be  completed by then, and we will 

also have outdoor activities for the kids and adults.  Soccer, football, volley ball, and 

corn-hole games will be there as well.  We will eat at the picnic shelter, and the     

Fellowship Hall will be also be available for inside dining. 

Presbytery of the Peaks Middle School retreat October 27-28  

There will be a High School Retreat  February 23-24, 2018. 

Both retreats will take place at Camp Bethel. 

 

Reaching Out One by One- We are in prayer that you are using the time 

God has given us to invite folks who are not going to a church some-

where to join us for worship and ministry.  Many churches just maintain 

the status quo. We are not that church. The great commission is for all 

Christians, and we are grateful for the lives God is going to bless through 

this effort.  You have three cards, and more are available in the office if 

you need them. 
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       Peace  
 

With all the destructive forces of nature in the recent days. I     
feel comfort when I think of the scripture John 14:1 “Let not your 
heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.” I find 
comfort knowing that Christ has experienced all things and wants 
us to be at peace even in the “hurricanes” or “fires” of life. No one 
has a smooth sailing life, we all experience stress, sadness, 
frustration, and many other negative emotions throughout our 
lives. But the sweetness of gratitude, happiness and joy also are 
ours because of Christ. Though our lives can feel, and even 
literally be, turned upside down, we can be at peace, if we turn to 
the Lord.  
 

Christ promised His disciples peace when He left them. He promises us the same blessing to 
have peace. When I read in John 14:26 - 27 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid”. 
 
What comfort these passages bring me. I know I often have a hard time dealing with earthly 
problems, but when I turn more to Jesus, rather than worrying about my problems, that peace is 
available. We truly can find peace and comfort, and answers to our prayers as we turn to the 

scriptures and study His words.    ~ Sherolyn 

 

 
Weekly Happenings 

Prayer Group: Mondays at  10 am 

Praise Team Rehearsal: Wednesday at 6 pm 

Choir Rehearsal: Wednesday at 7:30 pm 

Men of the Church: Thursdays at 7 pm  

October 16 

7:00 pm—Diaconate 

7:30 pm — Elders  Meeting 

 

    November 1 will be the kickoff for our annual stewardship drive. 

    Please be in prayer about how God has blessed you and how you 

    can be a part of this important effort to support the church and 

    honor Your Lord. 

November 19 will be Stewardship Dedication Sunday.  On that day we                                  

will celebrate God’s blessings to us and our tithe and offering pledges for                              

the coming year. 

Youth Ministry 

We have recently hired LeeAnne Pulliam as our youth coordinator.  She 

is an active member of her church, a young mother and wife, a physical 

therapist by training, a full time photographer, and a former NFL cheer-

leader.  As she steps on board, welcome her with the open arms God 

has given you, and make sure to make your kids available to grow in 

faith with her.  There will be communications, gatherings, and goings as 

she reaches out to you. Parents, know that your child’s knowing Jesus is 

the most important thing they will discover in their lives.  We are  making 

every effort to make sure that there is opportunity for that here at First 

Presbyterian Church. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 
Sat 

 

1—Communion 
 
9 am  Worship 
10 am Sunday 
School 
11 am Worship 
6 pm  NA 
 

2 
 
10:00 Prayer  
Group  
12 pm  NA 
 
 
 

3 
 
10:30 Ladies 
Circle 
12 Noon AA 
 
 

4 
 
12 Noon AA 
6 pm NA 
 
 
 
 

5 
10:30 am—Case 
For Christ-Study 
7 pm Men of  
the Church  
7 pm Al-Anon 
8 pm AA 

6 
 
9 am Bulletins  
12 noon AA  
6 pm NA 
 

7 

8 
 
9 am  Worship 
10 am Sunday 
School 
11 am Worship 
6 pm  NA 
 

9 
 
10:00 Prayer  
Group  
12 pm  NA 
 
. 
 

10 
 
12 noon NA 
 

11 
 
12 Noon AA 
6 pm NA 
 
 
 
 

12 
10:30 am—Case 
For Christ-Study 
7 pm Men of  
the Church 
7 pm Al-Anon 
8 pm AA 

13 
 
9 am Bulletins 
12 noon AA  
6 pm NA 
 

14 
 
GS Troop 796  
meets 2-4 
 
 

15 
 
9 am  Worship 
10 am Sunday 
School 
11 am Worship 
5 pm Pig Pickin’ 
6 pm  

16 
10:00 Prayer  
Group  
12 pm  NA 
7:00 pm Deacons 
7:30 pm Elders 
 

17 
 
12 noon NA 
 
 

18 
 
12 Noon AA 
6 pm NA 
 
 
 
 

19 
10:30 am—Case 
For Christ-Study 
7 pm Men of  
the Church 
7 pm Al-Anon 
8 pm AA 
 

20 
 
 
9 am Bulletins 
12 noon AA  
6 pm NA 
 

21 
 

22 
 
9 am  Worship 
10 am Sunday 
School 
11 am Worship 
3 pm Rogation 
6 pm  NA 

23 
 

10:00 Prayer  
Group  
12 pm  NA 
 
 

24 
 

12 noon NA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
Summer Begins! 
 
12 Noon AA 
6 pm NA 
 

26 
10:30 am—Case 
For Christ-Study 
7 pm Men of  
the Church 
7 pm Al-Anon 
8 pm AA 

27 
 
9 am Bulletins  
12 noon AA  
6 pm NA 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29  5 cents a meal 
 
9 am  Worship 
10 am Sunday 
School 
11 am Worship 
6 pm  NA 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 
10:00 Prayer  
Group  
12 pm  NA 
 
 
 

31—Halloween 
12 Noon AA 
 
 

November 1 
 
12 Noon AA 
6 pm NA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 2 
 
10:30 am—Case 
For Christ-Study 
7 pm Men of  
the Church  
7 pm Al-Anon 
8 pm AA 

November 3 
 
9 am Bulletins and 
Newsletters 
12 noon AA  
6 pm NA 
 

November 4 

       

1 Bobby Owens   4 Susie Luedtke   7 Laurie Edwards 

8 Linda DeCesare   13 Ross Shepperd   18 Michael Berry 

20 Virginia Crutchfield  21 Pat Guthrie*   22 Les Powell III 

26 Kathy Farley   26 Red Guthrie *   26 Joni Owens 

29 Rowena Van Duser 
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      September Session Report 

 At the meeting since the last newsletter your Elders: 

 

1. Shared first folks updates and lifted them in prayer. 

2.  Approved minutes. 

3.  Heard an update on new style for church sign. 

4.  Heard update on new church playground for North Property. 

5.  Approved effort to gather clothes for Good Samaritan. 

6.  Served communion. 

7.  Approved balance sheet. 

8.  Heard columbarium and veterans memorial update. 

9.  Heard membership roll update progress. 

10. Approved Doris Koch as new treasurer beginning in January. 

11. Set next communion for October 1. 

12. Heard update on missionary flag project. 

13. Heard update on missionaries. 

14. Noted that Youth Coordinator has begun her work. 

15. Closed with the Lord’s prayer. 
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