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Dear First Folks, 

 

       God continues to do wonderful things among us!  Just look at how we grow, how God works in relationships 

and in the hearts of people who follow him!   

       As this August month unfolds, get your vacations done, be done with whimsical and dangerous schemes of 

the devil, and embrace the God who forgives all sin, can handle every situation, and brings peace to every storm. 

       Look below at how you can become involved, let us know of ministries we might begin, and trust God to 

make miracle possible in your life.  I am so glad to be a part of a church where anything is possible, and thank 

you for your part in making that happen. 

 

In Him, 

Russell 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Topics for August 
August 1            Communion 

   Sermon:  Rich Toward God 

   Scripture:  Psalm 107:1-9                  Luke 12:13-21 

August 8            Combined Anniversary Service at 10 am 

   Sermon:   Consider Faith   

   Scripture:                                            Luke 12:22-31 

August 15           Sermon:  Dressed and Ready      

   Scripture:  Psalm 50:1-6                     Luke 12:32-40 

August 22           Sermon:  Straightening Up 

   Scripture:  Psalm 71:1-6                     Luke 13:10-17 

August 29           Sermon:  The Better Way 

   Scripture:  Psalm 81:1-5                     Luke 14:1, 7-14 

September 5       Sermon:  Towers of Faith 

   Scripture:  Psalm 139:1-4                   Luke 14:25-33 

 

Five Cents a Meal Sunday is August 22nd 

 

Officersô Meetings - Monday, August 16th  

       7:00 pm Diaconate meets 

       7:30 pm Session meets     

 

 

Several more VOLUNTEERS are  

needed for both 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.  

Childrenôs Church.  Lesson materials  

are provided by the church.  There is  

a rotating schedule where volunteers   

teach every two months or so.  We  

need members with and without  

Children.  To volunteer, contact  

Sterling Roberts-eroberts@embarqmail.com or 470-4343. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATION  

 20-YEAR ANNIVERSARY  

OF MINISTRY AT  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8, 2010 
 

     On Sunday, August 8, 2010, we will 

celebrate Reverend Leeôs 20th year of ministry 

at First Presbyterian Church.  A combined 

service will be held at 10:00 a.m. followed by 

lunch in the Fellowship Hall.  Sunday School 

will be held at 9:00 am.  This will be a special 

opportunity for us to recognize and thank 

Russell and Marilyn for the blessing they have 

been for our church and community. 

 

Make plans to be here for this celebration! 

 

ñHe tends his flock like a shepherd:  He 

gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them 

close to his heart; he gently leads those that 

have young.ò Isaiah 40:11  

As your students head off to college or back to college, be sure to let the 

church office know of their new addresses, so that we can include them in 

our college student ministry mailings and send them the monthly church 

newsletters.  Also, please be in prayer for these students as they face the 

challenges of a new chapter in their life or a new year of study! 

mailto:eroberts@embarqmail.com
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Hat Creek Retreat 

October 1 ï3, 2010 
 

       What is a Christian retreat?  It is the ñchoice 

to enter places and times apart from busyness and 

distraction, in order to develop deeper 

connections with God and a greater appreciation 

of life.ò  Do you need a little time away from the 

world? 

       If so, please consider attending this yearôs 

church retreat at Camp Hat Creek in Brookneal 

(only 45 minutes away).  The retreat will offer 

you and your family opportunities to connect 

with God, with nature, and with each other.  It is also a wonderful chance to get to know other 

members of your church family in a relaxed, natural setting.   

       There will be times of Bible study, worship, fellowship, meals, games, and free time when 

you can relax in a rocking chair, work on a puzzle, take a hike through the woods, or canoe on 

the lake.  Children of all ages are welcome to participate in all activities. 

       We will stay in the Retreat Center at the camp, with dorm-like rooms and shared baths.  

There will be no meals to cook or household chores for the weekend.   

       Depending on your schedule, you can come for the full weekend (from Friday evening to 

Sunday afternoon), spend one night, join in on Saturdayôs activities, or come for Sunday School 

and worship on Sunday morning. 

       This yearôs retreat is being coordinated by Jacquelyn McAbee.  If you would be willing to 

help with any part of  the weekend, please contact her. 

       Watch for more details on this yearôs retreat, including theme, schedule and costs.  Sign-up 

sheet will be located on the office door in August.   

       Mark your calendars and make plans to be a part of this yearôs retreat as we get away from 

the busyness of our everyday life and focus on our relationship with God! 

 

The Patrick Cherry News & Times  

7/20/2010  

 

Dear Friends,          
     As I write this message, I am sitting in my office at 6 a.m.  Why in the office so early?  Well, it helps if you 
don't go home and have slept at the church for the past two nights.  I am in the middle of a local mission week 
for our youth.  The title of our event is HEROES of this CITY.  During Heroes we are staying at our church during 
the week and each day leave to do local service projects within our own community here in San Antonio.  Each 
evening we have worship, a talk, and small groups.  This event has been a labor of love for me for the past 
several months and it is exciting to see it coming into fruition.   
     We have a total of 23 youth, four of which are from another church.  I was so excited to see such a great 
turnout because I have never had this many for any event.  Worship has been incredible.  I get to play with the 
HEROES Worship Band that consists of my wife Kate as vocalist, my brother-in-law Mike on lead guitar, my fellow 
church staff member Karl on Keyboards, Mike's friend Jay on the drums, and me on guitar and vocals.  I've been 
excited to see that some of the older members of the congregation have slipped into the sanctuary each evening to 
participate in worship.  Each of my talks plays off our superhero theme.  In I Corinthians, Paul explains that we 
have all been given gifts by the Spirit for the common good.  They are kind of like superpowers.  If we can 
discover our powers, purpose, and begin to harness our God-given abilities we can make a positive difference in this 
world.  God calls us all to be heroes: people set apart to make a difference in the world in the name of Christ.  If 
you are interested in more about HEROES of this CITY please feel free to contact me, or you can also talk to my 
mom, Dargan.  She has been here visiting and is sitting right upfront during worship. 
     As always, thank you for your prayers and support.  Kate and I love that we have such a support 
network.  May God continue to bless the ministry of First Presbyterian, South Boston. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
 

  Check out Patrickõs sermons at www.covenantpressa.com  



 

3  

       The SoBo Pilgrims held their July Gathering at Carole 

Woodwardôs house at the lake in Clarksville for an afternoon of 

fellowship, a picnic, and then a review of the Day 5 tour on the 

Holy Land journey.  As always, the food and fellowship was 

wonderful.  We specifically held this gathering on a Sunday 

afternoon to give some of the pilgrims who cannot join us on 

weeknights an opportunity to be with us.  Unfortunately, summer 

vacations still got in the way for some to join in.  It is just 

impossible to find summer dates that works for everyone.  

       On day 5 of our tour, we will be moving from two days of 

walking in Jesus footsteps around the Sea of Galilee and the 

Jordan River (where he was baptized) and heading toward Jerusalem, the center of worship for 

billions of people.  Our journey goes across the Valley of Armageddon and up to Mt. Carmel.  

From here we get a spectacular view of Armageddon, famous as a battlefield throughout history 

and prophesized in Revelation to be the site of the final conflict on earth.  We will also have a 

breathtaking view of the Mediterranean Sea.  It was here that Elijah the prophet had the famous 

confrontation with the prophets of Baal and called for rain to end the perilous drought that 

Israel had suffered because of their unfaithfulness to God.  We took a look at the geography and 

sites on the Internet and enjoyed discussing research material that Mike Koch had prepared for 

us.  What a wonder it will be to visit these places and see the beauty in real life.  

       We are excited that Angela Lewis has opened her home to us for the August gathering on 

Wednesday, August 18 at 5:30 pm.   Final details have not been completed but will be shared 

with all as they are.  We will be focusing on Day 6 of our Tour, Old City Jerusalem, including 

such sites as the pool of Bethesda, the stations of the cross, the house of Caiaphas, and we will 

walk the Via Dolorosa. There is still room for others to join us.  Please let Paul Nichols know if 

you are interested.   

 

Youth Fellowship  

       There will be a ñWelcome Backò cookout on Sunday, 

August 29 at 3 pm to kick off our youth activities for the new 

school year.  We will grill hamburgers and play kickball at the 

church.  This event is for all ages of kids and parents, too. 

       We are still planning a trip to an amusement park in early 

September.  We hope that the weather will be a little cooler by 

then.  Watch for more details on this trip in the bulletin and by 

e-mail. 

       In September, we will resume our weekly Sunday 

afternoon meetings in the youth room at church from 3 to 4:30 pm for all youth in grades 3 and 

up.  We can look forward to spending some time studying God's word, learning some new 

songs, and maybe even playing some new games.  

       Many thanks to the Roberts and Edmunds for our wet meetings during July at the lake and 

the pool!  Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

       In His Grip, 

       Jim 

 

     The children (Pre-K to 5th grade) are being taught by a 

variety of wonderful volunteers who will teach a Sunday (or 

two) this summer.  The lessons are suitable for all ages. 

     For the adults and youth (middle & high school), three 

pastors and a number of laity are teaching a combined class 

entitled ñOld Testament Wisdom for a New Testament 

Church ð How Lesser Known Stories of the Old Testament 

Speak to OUR Church Today.ò  Looking at these stories 

from the Old Testament will be fresh and inspiring.  Plan to 

be there as much as you can this summer! 

 

1-Aug      Paul Go Down Moses - Pt. 2 - The Golden Calf       Exodus 32:7-8 

8-Aug      Wendy Our Attitudes and Our Buts        Exodus 3:1 - 4:16 

15-Aug     Russell God Gives Life          2Kings 4: 38-44 

22-Aug     Stewart Life is Messy           2Samuel 12: 13-25 

29-Aug     Paul Go Down Moses - Part 3 Manna        Exodus 16:4-5  

5-Sep      Jim  Lord, What is Your Will for Us?         2Chronicles 18:1-19:3 
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Dear First Pres. Family, 

       Every so often, each of us here is reminded that we live in 

Africa.  Sometimes it's while riding in a taxi with 4 other 

passengers and the driver.  Sometimes youôre watching a beautiful 

yellow African sunset.  Sometimes it's just after you've won, or 

lost, against an insect invasion.  Sometimes it's when you 

accidentally rinse your toothbrush with unfiltered water and 

accidentally put it back in your mouth.  Sometimes it's when 

flames shoot out of your hot water heater.  Nevertheless, here I am 

in Cameroon and God's got me in his hands.  This has been and 

will continue to be an incredible adventure.   

       My organization, our partner organizations, and 

the Cameroonians have all been both welcoming and 

encouraging.  I went through a quick orientation, and after a few 

days here, I started work.  As well as learning tons about 

linguistics and solving day-to-day problems that arise with the software and users, my coworker 

and I have been translating lots of software training materials into French.  Even though most of 

the "foreigners" in this office speak English, my French has been very useful in doing my work, 

making friends, and relating to Cameroonians, so my (surprisingly expensive) time in French 

school was time well spent.  I can't imagine trying to go about my daily business or being 

generally independent without French ð even my boss is a French-speaking Cameroonian.    

       I spent the first month here at a temporary apartment nearer my friends from Switzerland. 

Yesterday, I moved into a duplex nearer work that I'm sharing with some people from another 

organization.  Since arrival, I've really only seen this city, Yaound®.  This Thursday, we will 

be taking the train up north to teach these two week-long courses (yes, in French).  This trip to 

the extreme north will be a 24-hour train, bus and taxi adventure from one end of the country to 

the other (each way) and I will take tons of pictures. 

       Please pray for traveling mercies, continued spiritual encouragement, for the students of 

this course next week, for health, and for our final preparations.  Thanks to all who have helped 

and continue to make this possible through your prayer and partnership.  People keep asking me 

what they can send for me, for my work or for the people, and while I'm trying to figure that 

out, financial partnership is most useful as I establish myself here as most resources are 

available locally, though at widely varying prices. 

       For more detail, I hope you will follow my blog at http://whereyousendme.wordpress.com, 

drop me an email at matthew_lee@wycliffe.org or give me a call at (434) 374-7868.  (I promise 

it'll only charge like a call to Clarksville and I can call you right back if you leave me a 

message.)  I hope to be writing a new newsletter in the next couple of weeks. 

  

In Christ,  

Matthew Lee  

Linguistic Technology Specialist, Wycliffe Bible Translators. 

 

 

Wednesday Night Prayer and Study Group To Begin This Fall 
 

       Over the last two years First Presbyterian has had a Wednesday night Bible study following 

the fellowship dinners on two Wednesday nights a year.  The focus of these studies has been on 

ñKnowing the Character of Godò and ñA Study of Romans.ò  In each study there has been a 

focus on developing a personal relationship with our Lord as He takes us through the valleys 

and mountaintops of life to ñconform us to His Imageò (Romans 8:29.)  

       This year we will be taking another step closer in this vital relationship as we use this time 

to develop a focus on prayer.  ñTeach us to prayò was the cry of the disciples as they recognized 

the deity of Jesus.  And He taught them the Lordôs prayer; not as 69 words to recite but as a 

pattern of conversation and communion with our Father in Heaven. 

       Our goal will be to look at this, and other prayers in scripture, to learn more of our 

relationship with the Father, through Jesus our Lord, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Each 

evening we will gather for a brief lesson, and then have time for those participating to ñcome 

together as oneò lifting up individual needs as well as needs found within the church body, the 

community, and the world.  

       This time of study and prayer will be held on the second and fourth Wednesday of each 

month at 6:30 pm right after the Wednesday Night fellowship dinners.  We will begin 

September 8th.  These sessions will be led by Reverend Lee, Jim Luedtke, or Paul Nichols, but 

your participation is important to the life of the church.  Plan to join us! 

http://whereyousendme.wordpress.com/
mailto:matthew_lee@wycliffe.org
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ƖƔƕƔ
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9 am Worship 
10 am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
12 Angel Food 

2 3 
11 am-1 pm 
Angel Food  

4 5 
7:30 am Habitat  
12 noon NA 
4:30-6:30 pm 
Angel Food  
7 pm Men of 
the Church  
8 pm AA 

6 
9 am Bulletins  
 
12 noon AA  
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8 Anniversary! 
9 am Sunday 
School 
10 am Com-
bined Worship 
Luncheon 
 

9  
9:30  am 
Prayer Group 
6 pm Angel 
Food Outreach 
7 pm Christian 
Education 

10 
 

11  
 
12 noon AA 
 
 
 
 

12  
12 noon NA 
 
7 pm Men  of 
the Church 
8 pm AA 
 

13 
9 am Bulletins 
 
12 noon AA  
 
Handbell  
Retreat 

14 
Handbell 
Retreat 
 

15  
9 am Worship 
10 am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
 

16 
9:30  am 
Prayer Group 
 
 
7:00 Diaconate 
7:30 Session 

17 
 
 

18  
 
12 noon AA 
 
5:30 Holy Land 
Gathering 
 

19 
12 noon NA 
 
7 pm Men of 
the Church  
8 pm AA 
 

20 
9 am Bulletins 
 
12 noon AA  
 
 
 

21 
8-9 am  
Angel Food  
Distribution 
 
 

22  
9 am Worship 
10 am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
 

23 
9:30  am 
Prayer Group 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

25  
 
12 noon AA 
 
 
 
 

26 
12 noon NA 
5:30 Long 
Range Planning 
7 pm Men of 
the Church  
8 pm AA  

27 
9 am Bulletins 
and Newsletters 
 
12 noon AA  
 
 

28 
 

29   
9 am Worship 
10 am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
3 pm Youth 
Fellowship 
Cookout 

30 
9:30  am 
Prayer Group 
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August Birthdays 
 
1     Nathan Stark 
1     Scott Raab 
1     Tom Raab 
2     Paul Faulkner 
2     Meredith Howell  
4     Donnell Corelle 
5     Jeanene Krogh 
6     Doris Brookes * 
6     Joan Owens 
7     Ann Crabtree 
8     Teena Lacy * 
8     Joshua Nichols 
10   Jim Luedtke 
14   Barbara Johnston 
14   Frank Slayton 
15   Lisa Howell 
16   Zachary Raney 
20   Ronnie Crabtree 
20   Michele Fitch 
23   Wayne Roller 
23   Sara Hughes Ware 
24   Addison Marable 
27   Jo Roberts 
29   Sally Slaff 
29   Marge Nelson  
30   Sarah Pregnall * 
31   Carl McAbee 
31 Polly Ratcliff 
 
*remembered 
Please let the church office 
know if we donôt have your  
birthday on our list. 

        An outreach committee 

will be forming in August to 

help share the many blessings 

of this ministry in the 

community.  You are invited to 

the first meeting of this 

committee on August 9th at 6:00 

pm in the Philathea parlor.  We need lots of new ideas and man/

woman power to promote the benefits of this program in the 

community.  Volunteers are needed to place menus in schools and 

community bulletin boards all over Halifax County.  We would 

like to start this outreach in September to help families have 

better nutrition and stretch their food dollars. 

       Please join in a time of fellowship and service on distribution 

day, August 21st.  Itôs a great way to start the weekend -unloading 

the truck will start at 7:30 am or putting the boxes in our 

customers cars at 7:45. We always welcome and need new 

volunteers  - no training needed!!!! 
 

August order dates: 

Sunday,  August 1 - 12 to 1 pm 

Tuesday, August 3 - 11 am to 1 pm 

Thursday, August 5- 4:30 to 6:30 pm 

Online ordering available until August 17 

Delivery date:  Saturday, August 21 - 8 to 9 am 

 

The menu is available online at angelfoodministries.com and also 

in the Sunday School foyer.  Please share a menu with your 

friends, neighbors and work associates! 


